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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method of selecting, displaying, and reconfiguring display 
configurations on an avionics display in an avionics system on an aircraft for 
different phases of flight of the aircraft comprising the steps of: 

selecting a prestored climb display configuration for display on the 
avionics display with a climb quick access pushbutton on a cursor control panel 
when the aircraft is in a climb phase of flight; 

reconfiguring the prestored climb display configuration into a new climb 
display configuration with controls on the cursor control panel and on the avionics 
display; 

pressing the climb quick access pushbutton for a period of time to store 
the new climb display configuration; 

selecting a prestored cruise display configuration for display on the 
avionics display with a cruise quick access pushbutton on the cursor control 
panel when the aircraft changes to a cruise phase of flight; and 

selecting a prestored descend display configuration for display on the 
avionics display with a descend quick access pushbutton on the cursor control 
panel when the aircraft changes to a descend phase of flight. 
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2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

reconfiguring the prestored cruise display configuration into a new cruise 
display configuration with controls on the cursor control panel and the avionics 
display; and 

pressing the cruise quick access pushbutton for a period of time to store 
the new cruise display configuration. 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

reconfiguring the prestored descend display configuration into a new 
descend display configuration with controls on the cursor control panel and the 
avionics display; and 

pressing the descend quick access pushbutton for a period of time to store 
the new descend display configuration. 

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of selecting the 
new climb display configuration on the avionics display with the climb quick 
access pushbutton on the cursor control panel. 
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5. A method of selecting, displaying, and reconfiguring display 
configurations on an avionics display in an avionics system on an aircraft for 
different phases of flight of the aircraft comprising the steps of: 

selecting prestored display configurations for display on the avionics 
display with quick access pushbuttons on a cursor control panel in accordance 
with the aircraft phase of flight; 

reconfiguring the prestored display configurations into new display 
configurations with controls on the cursor control panel and the avionics display; 
and 

pressing quick access pushbuttons for a period of time to store the new 
display configurations. 

6. The method of claim 5 for selecting, displaying, and reconfiguring 
avionics display configurations in an avionics system wherein the step of 
selecting prestored display configurations on the avionics display with quick 
access pushbuttons further comprising the steps of: 

selecting a prestored climb display configuration for display on the 
avionics display with a climb quick access pushbutton on the cursor control panel 
when the aircraft is in a climb phase of flight; 

selecting a prestored cruise display configuration for display on the 
avionics display with a cruise quick access pushbutton on the cursor control 
panel when the aircraft changes to a cruise phase of flight; and 
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selecting a prestored descend display configuration for display on the 
avionics display with a descend quick access pushbutton on the cursor control 
panel when the aircraft changes to a descend phase of flight. 

7. The method of claim 6 wherein each of the steps of selecting the climb 
phase of flight configuration, the cruise phase of flight configuration, and descend 
phase of flight configuration comprises selecting a middle window display 
configuration from the group consisting of a checklist index, a flight management 
system text, and a vertical terrain profile and selecting a lower window display 
configuration from the group consisting of a present position, plan, datalink, 
charts, traffic, and maintenance formats. 

8. An avionics system having displays with display configurations pilot- 
selected for a phase of flight of an aircraft and reconfigurable for each phase of 
flight comprising: 

a flight display for storing and displaying stored phase of flight display 
configurations for each phase of flight of the aircraft; and 

a cursor control panel connected to the flight display for changing from 
one stored phase of flight display configuration to another stored phase of flight 
display configuration when selected by the pilot for a phase of flight and for 
reconfiguring the display configuration for each phase of flight. 
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9. The avionics system of claim 8 wherein the flight display further 
comprises: 

a middle window for displaying a pilot-selectable display configuration; 

a lower window for displaying a pilot-selectable display configuration; and 

line select keys for selecting the middle window and lower window display 
configuration. 

10. The avionics system of claim 9 wherein the cursor control panel 
further comprises phase of flight quick access pushbuttons for selecting a stored 
phase of flight configuration and for reconfiguring a stored phase of flight 
configuration into a new phase of flight configuration by selecting the new 
configuration with controls on the cursor control panel and pressing a phase of 
flight quick access pushbutton for a predetermined time to store the new 
configuration. 

1 1 . The avionics system of claim 10 wherein the cursor control panel 
further comprises: 

a climb quick access pushbutton for selecting a climb phase of flight 
display configuration and for reconfiguring the climb phase of flight display 
configuration; 

a cruise quick access pushbutton for selecting a cruise phase of flight 
display configuration and for reconfiguring the cruise phase of flight display 
configuration; and 
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a descend quick access pushbutton for selecting a descend phase of flight 
display configuration and for reconfiguring the descend phase of flight display 
configuration. 

12. The avionics system of claim 1 1 wherein the climb phase of flight 
configuration displays a pilot-selected display configuration for the middle window 
from the group consisting of a vertical terrain profile, a checklist index, and a 
flight management system text and for the lower window from the group 
consisting of a present position, a plan, a datalink, a chart, a traffic, and a 
maintenance format. 

13. The avionics system of claim 1 1 wherein the cruise phase of flight 
configuration displays a pilot-selected display configuration for the middle window 
from the group consisting of a vertical terrain profile, a checklist index, and a 
flight management system text and for the lower window from the group 
consisting of a present position, a plan, a datalink, a chart, a traffic, and a 
maintenance format. 

14. The avionics system of claim 11 wherein the descend phase of flight 
configuration displays a pilot-selected display configuration for the middle window 
from the group consisting of a vertical terrain profile, a checklist index, and a 
flight management system text and for the lower window from the group 
consisting of a present position, a plan, a datalink, a chart, a traffic, and a 
maintenance format. 



